AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claims 1-16 without prejudice. 
Claims 1-16 (Canceled) 

17. (Previously presented) A method of sterilizing poultry litter, the method the 



(a) holding poultry in confinement such that litter accumulates to form a 
surface; 

(b) transporting a flamer to the litter surface; 

(c) setting a flame to the burner such that the flame is contained within a 
hood; 

(d) heating the poultry litter sufficiently to kill microbes and bacteria; and 

(e) moving the flamer over the surface while heating the poultry litter. 

Please cancel claim 18 without prejudice. 
Claim 18. (Canceled) 



19. (Currently Amended) 
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(a) a hood for containing a flame; 
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(ae) rake teeth disposed forward of the plurality of burners and under the 
hood; and 

(bf) a barrier disposed between the rake teeth and the plurality of burners and 
under the hood. 

Please cancel claims 20 and 21 without prejudice. 
Claims 20-21 (Canceled) 
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